LIVING
ARCHIVE

a laboratory for
documentary
comics

OPEN
CALL

sketches:
Kai Pfeiffer




We are looking for twelve comic
artists to participate in

a documentary comic

project in Berlin.

The Pilecki Institute, an independent research unit in the
heart of Berlin, has decided to enter the world of comics.

We want to create a laboratory situation in which a group
of comic artists exchange their ideas and experiences,
working together on twelve short individual comic strips
- experimenting with the form of the documentary comic,
or comic essay, and its narrative, informative and poetic
possibilities, using historical source material.

Since 2019, our institute has been digitizing key documents
related to the 20th century that are in the possession of the German
Bundesarchiv, in accordance with an agreement signed between
the two institutions. We would like the stories we have made
accessible to reach an audience not only in academia but also in
broader society through the medium of documentary comics.

The history of the last 70 years of the 20th century is crucial for the
development of a proper approach to the challenges of the modern
day, and for building consensus and constructive cooperation

between European peoples.

In the course of the project, the participants will each create their own comic strip
of approximately 12-16 pages.

The result at the end of the eight months should be a joint publication, edited by
the Pilecki Institute and realized in co-production with a publishing house (tba).

The artistic direction of the project will be led by Ulli Lust (comic illustrator,
professor at the University of Applied Sciences and Arts Hanover), Kai Pfeiffer
(comicillustrator, lecturer, curator) and Monika Powalisz (writer, playwright,
comic scenarist).

In monthly meetings at the Pilecki Institute and other locations in Berlin, we will
jointly review and discuss the state of comics throughout their creation, as well as
explore new aspects of documentary comics, stimulated by lectures by the project
leaders and special program items, such as an introduction to archive work and
research during a visit to the Federal Archives in Berlin. In addition, the staff of the
Pilecki Institute will provide advice, suggestions and fact-checking.

The programme will be supplemented by one-day meetings with international
guests who will report on their practical experience, present their methods of
work and engage with to the work of the project participants, followed by public
lectures with a panel discussion.

Among those who have so far confirmed their participation are Rutu Modan
("The Heritage"), Birgit Weyhe ("Im Himmel ist Jahrmarkt"), Leela Corman
("Unterzakhn") and Emmanuel Guibert ("The Photographer”).
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Applications:

Candidates are invited to send applications via e-mail to the following address: apply@pileckiinstitut.de by
20:00 on 15.06.2020. Please include the title "Living Archive” in the subject of the message.

Applications should include:
e artistic biography or portfolio;

e samples of work (comics, storyboards) or a link to previous publications. Due to the fact that the workshops
do notinclude drawing classes, it is required that applicants have experience with this artistic form;

e formssigned and sent as a scan:

- declaration of the administration of personal data - Annex 1;

- declaration of consent to the processing of personal data - Annex 2.

Accepted languages for application documents: English, Polish and German;

Recruitment will be decided by 25.06.2020, the list of candidates will be posted
on the website of Pilecki Institute (www.pileckiinstitut.de). All applicants will also
be notified by email;

The organizers are not required to justify the evaluation committee’s decision.
We do not anticipate an appeal procedure;

If qualified for participation in the project, the content of this document will be
an attachment to the contract concluded between the candidate and the Pilecki
Institute;

Please send any questions or concerns to: apply@pileckiinstitut.de
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